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Process of spiritual formation and theological 

education guided by the Holy Spirit and upheld by 

the grace and power of our Lord Jesus Christ with 

emphasis on prayer, Scripture, history and 

practical ministry.

What do diakonia graduates do?  We work in 

food pantries.  We teach Confirmation class.  We 

lead Bible study.  We carry the Eucharist to shut-ins.  

We help out at weekly hot meal programs for the 

needy.  We lead Matins, Vespers, and Compline.  We 

set up tables and we take down tables.  We cook and 

we clean up afterward.  We give Temple Talks on 

Stewardship or Evangelism.  We visit the sick and 

the bereaved.  

Whatever needs to be done, that is what we do, 

for diakonia is the Holy Spirit’s program, and the 

Holy Spirit is a gardener whose crop is myriad and 

diverse, with every known species accounted for.  

“Other seed fell into good soil and brought 

forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding 

thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” (Mark 4:8)

The Holy Spirit is a gardener; faith is the seed 

He plants  in good soil; and diakonia is one of the 

ways He has developed to tend His garden, to water 

it and weed it, to fertilize it and prune its many 

branches, to rid it of insects and rodents and birds, to 

shelter it from harsh wind or harsh sun, and finally, 

in the fullness of time, to harvest its grain.

“And these are the ones sown on the good soil: 

they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty 

and sixty and a hundredfold.” (Mark 4:20)

Diakonia Graduation, held on June 9 this year, is 

a time when the Holy Spirit harvests His grain.  The 

kernel is ripe in the husk.  Two years of growth have 

been completed, two years of unfolding development 

and continual enrichment, and soon the sickle shall be 

wielded, and that which was sown shall at last be 

reaped, with hymns of praise and thanksgiving, and 

tears of joy.  What happens the day after?  The Holy 

Spirit doesn’t eat what He has harvested; nor does He 

store it in a silo; no, He does neither of these things, for 

it pleases Him instead to distribute His yield to the 

Church, that the Church may eat of the corn and wheat, 

the barley and oats; for indeed, there are tables to be set 

up and taken down, and classes to be led, and meals to 

be cooked and pots to be cleaned, and devotions to be 

led and talks to be given, and the sick, the bereaved, and 

the shut in to be visited.  The harvest of faith is service, 

and every species of proper service is accounted for, 

thanks be to God.

Ron Petrocco ’06, Chairman

Reformation Lutheran Church, Long Branch
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Let the one who would be great 

among you  be your servant. 

Mark 10:43

November 3

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

300 Union Avenue

Somerville, NJ 08876-2729 

2008 Meetings

February 9, May 10, August 9 and November 1

Places TBA

2007

Officer’s Meetings

Cross of Glory West Long Branch -

October 27

The Servanthood Newsletter invites its 

readers to compose and submit original prayers for 

publication.  We ask only that faith, hope, and love be 

evident in what you write.  To start the ball rolling, our 

Chairman offers the following.

The Planting Prayer

Lord Jesus, plant Your Kingdom in every 

corner of the earth; nurture it and shelter it; repair its 

broken branches; prune it of unhealthy growth; and 

when it’s ripe, scatter its seed far and wide.

Lord Jesus, let me be one who helps plant; one 

who helps nurture and shelter; one who helps repair and 

prune, with humility, restraint, and compassion; and one 

who helps scatter.  Lord Jesus, plant Your Kingdom 

within me; nurture and shelter it within me; repair and 

prune it within me; scatter its seed far and wide across 

my inner landscape; and deliver me from sin and vanity 

and all folly.

Amen.

...7,8,9,10! Here I come-ready or not!  We all 

remember that game of hide and seek we played as 

children.  I remember hiding and wanting to be 

sought and if truth be known, also wanting to be 

found.  I didn't want to hide in such a good place 

that my brothers would give up trying to find me  

and consequently leave me sitting smugly alone and 

forgotten.

These memories led me to ponder about the 

eternal game of hide and seek we play with God.

When we are in need of reassurance, relief, love or 

comfort where is the first place we seek?  What 

becomes our hiding place? Tried and true favorite 

“hiding places" include things like the refrigerator, 

the bar, the mall, our jobs or the comfort of our 

beds and oblivious sleep. There are also the 

insidious places like the "never-ending" good 

works, missions and church committees.

Now mind you, none of these things are 

inherently bad in and of themselves but when we 

seek them as a substitute for a prayerful and 

personal relationship with God then we need to 

rethink our priorities.

We are reminded in Matthew 7:7-8. Ask and it 

will be given to you: seek 

and you will find: knock and 

the door will be opened to 

you.  For everyone who 

asks receives, he who seeks 

finds, and to him who 

knocks the door will be 

opened.

In Revelation 3:20  Here I 

am!  I stand at the door and 

knock.  If  anyone hears my  voice and opens the 

door I will come  in and eat with him and he with 

me.

We are blessed with an exceedingly gracious, 

patient and expectant God.  He's waiting to be 

sought out by us.  He wants to be first in our lives.

Where do you hide?  And what do you seek?.

Susan Underwood ‘07

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Haddonfield
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The diakonia Steering Committee now has 

logo shirts available to  all graduates, students and 

teachers.  The shirts should be worn to Steering

Committee Meetings, Conferences / Seminars / 

Retreats and other events in which diakonia may 

be involved.  This is a great way to advertise and 

raise interest in diakonia as to who and what we 

are. 

This year we will 

be returning to Villa 

Pauline for our annual 

retreat.  The retreat 

will begin on Friday 

evening, November 9, 

and continue until 

mid-afternoon on 

Saturday.  

The retreat topic is: 

“MY FATHER'S 

HOUSE HAS MANY 

MANSIONS - Reflections on The Teachings of the Major 

World Religions.” Our retreat leader will be  Sister 

Annelle Fitzpatrick, CSJ, Ph.D. She is an Associate 

Professor of Sociology at St. John's University in New 

York.  

Villa Pauline is situated in a beautiful setting in the 

hills south of Mendham.  There are meadows, forested 

walks, orchards, and it is not unusual to see herds of deer 

on the grounds.  The retreat house sits on a hilltop with a 

beautiful view of the surrounding hills.  It’s relaxed, 

spacious and comfortable.  It’s a wonderful, relaxing 

experience just to be there.  We’ll also leave some open 

time in the schedule for personal reflection and fellowship.  

Registration for the retreat will begin in September.  I 

encourage you to put this on your calendars now so that 

you don’t miss out.  Registration sheets can be found on 

pages 6 & 7. Get them in early.  See you in November!

Mike Hamrick ’97

Reformation

Place your orders today !  Email Gladysrose 

Rusch at NJdiakoniaSC3@aol.com.

Whether continuing in the same field of service 

or venturing into new areas, all felt this intentional 

time of study and reflection changed how they serve 

– becoming more Christ-centered.

Here is the story of Jamie Roos, a  2002 

diakonia graduate and  former computer 

programmer who returned to college:

“Graduating from the NJ diakonia program 

has been a life-changing experience for me.  Being 

part of the program helped me to listen to God’s 

voice and to feel God’s presence in my life more 

profoundly.  I felt a stronger sense of being called to 

serve others.  I recently graduated from Gettysburg 

Seminary with the degree of Masters of Arts in 

Ministerial Studies, which prepared me to become a 

Diaconal Minister of the ELCA.  I have been an 

intern Chaplain at a facility for persons with severe 

disabilities.  I have a deeper appreciation of the gifts 

that we all bring together to build up the Body of 

Christ”

Jamie has been approved for call by the New 

Jersey Synod as a Diaconal Minister.  She is 

currently serving as a Chaplain for the ARC of 

Somerset County.

Joan Grace ’04

Good Shepherd- Somerville

FROM SOMERVILLE LOCATION

“to equip the saints for

the work of ministry,

for building up the 

body of Christ”

(Eph. 4:12)

Our Diakonia graduates are going forth on their 

Christian journeys with renewed enthusiasm. 
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