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Instructors Meet

It is almost time for us to
start another
instruction year. We are looking
forward to this new year with
prayer, confidence, and
anticipation. Prayer to the Holy
Spirit for His guidance and
empowerment of our abilities to
transmit His Holy Will to our
students; confidence that we can
work together to learn what we
mus to be enablei leader of the
church and anticipation that we
will have a sufficient student
body to teach and commit to our

Ministry and Our Lord
Jesus Christ.

To follow in this mind-set,

the Steering Committee of our

Ministry here in New
Jersey, has called a meeting of
all Instructors on October 4 at
The Starving Artist in Ocean
Grove from 10 — 2 PM. A buffet
lunch will be served for
approximately $15. This is the
first of what we hope will be
many such meetings.

The PURPOSE of this
meeting is to share teaching
methods, write guidelines for
each course and discuss texf
books used as course material.
Roundtable discussions  will
center  around Continuing

Education for Graduates as well

What's It All About ??

After nearly two years of classes , | had the
opportunity at Synod Assembly to attend a Forum on
. At the Forum , | asked the question that many of us

ask as we approach graduatioiWhat's next? . Although the
answers | received weren't what | thought | was looking for
...... they were ....answerghere's a retreat , there's an annual
reunion........ oh and.......... we can always use help on the
Steering Committee to promote
I now help the Steering Committee as Site-Coordinator

and work with the Location Sites in New Jersey.

During that Forum | realized ..... what it's all
abou ......... it's abou ... Service to our Goc ..... Service to
the Church ...... Service to our Congregations ... Service
to our fellow Man...... oh andyes ...... service to the servants.
THAT'S mm
Ed Burns
NJ Site Coordinator

as the place for
Synod
The Steering Committee is endeavoring to organize the
Ministry and setup the best Curriculum Guidelines
for our teachers that will empower and equip our students to
become Lay Ministers and Lay Leaders within their
congregations, Synod, and surrounding communities.

It is through the efforts of the Steering
Committee and the Pastors, who are involved in this
Ministry, that this will happen. With the Instructors and
Committee setting plans, goals and guidelines for our
Ministry, we will be directed by the Holy Spirit to work in
His service.

Graduates in the congregation and

Gladysrose Rusch ‘02
Chairperson

NJ Steering Committee



Let the one who
among you be

would be great
your servant.

Mark 10:43

Oaklyn Opens a
New Location Site

Come one and all to our new
location in South Jersey!

St. Mark's Lutheran Church at 409 Whitg
Horse Pike, Oaklyn, NJ in Oaklyn will be hosting
classes beginning in the fall.

If you are interested in joining us there
please contact Cindy Page, 856-795-3276, t
Location Manager. You can e-mail me as well §
cynth321@gmail.com. I'd love you to join thig
class and am looking for recruits from far an
near.

Hope to hear from all you South Jerseyians sooj

Cindy Page ‘08
Locatior Manage
Oaklyn Location Site

New Site Opens
in River Edge

Grace Lutheran Church, located on 925 5
Ave in River Edge will be hosting the two year
Education Program. This program will
be on Thursday nights beginning the first week i
October. The Reverend Dr. Wes Smith will b¢
teaching the course on Old Testament. Tk
Reverend Dr. Rodger Spencer will share h
insights on the Basic Themes and Issues
Christian Ethics later in the year. The Reverer]
Stephen E. Sweet will share his experience a
ideas in Communicating the Gospel. Specifi
dates and instructors will be finalized in the nex
few weeks. At this time there are six students th
have committed to this ministry and a few more
are interested.
Pastor Steve Sweet
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New Jersey
.She Norma
will be Kolbak
who
the age of 80 in 2004 passed over

recently. Norma was a great lady who
truly believed in . She was the
driving force that kept Jersey City going.
She was always working to get Pastors to
teach and students to enroll. Norma will

e always be our Angel.

1 Rose Davis

Jersey City

Location Manager
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ZommrTTze MEETINGS

November 1 at Holy Cross, Toms Ri
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
1500 Hooper Avenue
732-255-4455
Meetings in 2009:
March — June — September — December
(places TBA)

h ALL GRADUATES INVITED TO ATTEND
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Executive Steering Committee
PO Box 116, Marlboro, NJ 07746
908-501-4852
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Gladysrose Rusch, Chair
NJdSC3@aol.com 908-501-4852

Marlene Tona, Vice Chair/Treasurer
matona@optonline.net 732-617-9109

Joan Grace, Secretary

t joangrace@worldnet.att.net 908-526-2602

At

National Board Members
Mike Hamrick - mjhamrick@comcast.net
Gladysrose Rusch - N$C3@aol.com

Location Manager
River Edge
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Let the one who would be great
among you be your servant.
Mark 10:43 <

October 18, 2008 ¢ .
iakonia
10:00 AM — 3:00 PM New Jersey
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church
95 Cambridge Drive
Aberdeen, NJ 07747-2228

All

All Instructors

All Students are Welcome !!
Prospective Students are Welcome !!

Come Renew Old Acquaintances

Make new friends
Meet current Students PROGRAM
See Instructors again Service w/Holy Communion

Speaker — Dr. Philip Krey - Philadelphia

— Seminary President -
Donation: $10.00 Topic: “ Luther's Spirituality”

Hot & Cold Lunch
Time to Socialize

REGISTRATION Mail BY OCTOBER 4, 2008

tO P.0. Box 116 — Marlboro, NJ 07746

Name: E-Mail:
Address:

Home Church: _ Date of Graduation:
Location Site: Ph one:

Enclose $10.00 check made out to — For information: 732-617-9109 or

matona@optonline.net
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Let the one who would be great
among you be your servant.

diakonia
New Jersey

Mark 10:43
Location Sites
Location Church Manager Email
Aberdeen Cross of Glory Marlene Tona matona@optonline.net
Haddonfield Our Savior Monica Ebbenga highlysung@verizon.net
Jersey City St. John’s Rose Davis rosenj25@aim.com
Somerville Good Shepherd Joan Grace joangrace@worldnet.att.net
Toms River Holy Cross Barbara Delman bdelman@holycrosstr.com
Rivers Edge Grace Pastor Steve Sweet macdadrev3@ aol.com

Contact Location Manager about information on Classes — becoming a Studen
Location Site — or teaching opportunities.

A Student in Somerville Speaks Out !

At Good Shepherd in Somerville, new and
continuing students from several congregations,
gather on Thursdays at 7:00 PM to study, grow in
faith, and in the process learn about themselves.

Kurt Gahan, a member of St. Andrews in

Parsippany. began studies in
Somerville in January 2008: He offers the
following:

“How much have you taken your faith for
granted? Are you willing to find out?!?

During my congregation’s time between
permanent pastors, many of the congregants
stepped into some of the pastor’s traditional role. |
had already been a Sunday School teacher, so
stepped in to help teach confirmation class and
lead the adult Lenten class based on the Lutherar
101 program. Unexpectedly, teaching these
fundamental classes left me with more questions
than answers.

A few months later, at that year’s NJ Synod
Assembly | found myself standing in front of the

information booth. Something inside
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me told me... “You need to do this”.

Being one third of the way thru the
program, | have found that

® Educates you about things you have
only heard of
® Challenges those things you thought you
knew
® Deepens your
Lutheran
® Presents new things to challenge you that
you may never have thought of before
There is a saying, “A rubber band once
stretched, never returns to its original size”.
| challenge anyone considering starting
the journey. Put yourself into this
program and let the Gospel stretch you; your
world will never look the same again.”

Kurt Gahan (student)
St. Andrews in Parsippany

experience of being



Let the one who would be great
among you be your servant.
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diakonia Annual Retreat
November 14 - 15, 2008
You are cordially invited to attend the
2008 NJ RETREAT

Friday, November 14 to Saturday, November 15
Villa Pauline Retreat House
352 Bernardsville Road, Mendham, NJ

on the theme:
DAY BY DAY BY GRACE:
Reflections on Jesus’ Encounter with the WomahaiYell
led by:

The Rev. Wendy Abrahamson
Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Florham Park, N

Agenda

Friday, November 14 Saturday, November 15

Arrival 4:00 —5:30 PM Matins 8:30 — 9:00 AM
Dinner 6:00 — 7:00 PM Breakfast 9:00 —10:00 AM
Vespers 7:00 — 7:30 PM Session 2 10:00 —12:00 PM
Session 1 7:30 — 8:30 PM Lunch 12:00 - 1:00 PM
Compline 8:45 — 9:00 PM Session3 1:00 — 2:30 PM
Fellowship 9:00 PM Holy Communion 3:00 - 3:45

Space is limited — there is room for about 40 people overnight. DELE :,;
What to bring: AU LI m@

Bible

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)
Notebook or journal

Towels, Wash Cloth and Soap

(Must provide your own this year)
Snacks for Friday night if you desire them

For information and reservations:

Mike Hamrick -mhamrick@mitre.org
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Let the one who would be great
among you be your servant.
Mark 10:43

What is diakonia i

diakonia is a two year process of spiritual formation and theologazhication for baptized Lutherans or anyone wishing
in good faith to study these teachings. The course usuatly 8eptember through May, weekly for three hours. Some
homework expected. An ongoing series of 12 five-week madloféered every two years and taught by Lutheran Pastors
or qualified instructors from local churches / seminary.

“Seek and you shall find,” says Jesus.Are you seeking? Would you welcome a program that helps yscedn your
spiritual gifts?

Do you feel called...... to deepen your life of faith and ground your baptismal comraittrin the theological, liturgical,
and historical traditions of the Church?

Is God prompting you.....to embark on a course of study that emphasizes prayer, Ga@jphistory, and practical
ministry, guided by the Holy Spirit and upheld by the gracd power of our Lord Jesus Christ?

Do you already serve Jesus in the areas of...teaching, administration, liturgical leadership, advwo@asocial justice,
evangelism, visiting the sick, community service, youthrkyaninistering to the elderly, feeding the poor, promoting
bible study, serving on Council — and feel God prompting yoibtoaden your knowledge, widen your experience and
deepen your understanding?

Servanthood Publication

Servanthooavill be published three times a yealanuary — May - September
Send articles and pictures to - Editor: NJdSC3@aol.com



